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Bringing the
Hounds Home
WATCHING A GREYHOUND RUN IS LIKE OBSERVING A
FERRARI AT FULL THROTTLE. Speed, power, and beauty all mesh
in fast-twitch muscle and double-suspension rotary gallop. Even
an Olympic sprinter couldn’t catch that canine once it hits top
speed.
But there’s a big difference between a dog and a fine Italian
automobile: a car has no feelings, no heart, no soul. It never suffers.
Greyhounds, like their sighthound “cousins,” including the
Saluki, Afghan and Borzoi, have been used for racing and hunting since ancient times, and there even is a reference to them in
Proverbs 30:31. The fate of these animals both during their running years, and afterward, has often been lamentable, with many
of them being abandoned or destroyed due to injuries or lack of
homes in which to place them.
Since 1992, one Tucson-based group has focused on saving these incredible creatures. “It was started by Joan and Steve
Randles, who saw a news program about the greyhounds that
were being dumped in the desert and left to die,” explains Jean
Williams, president of Arizona Greyhound Rescue. “They worked
with Pima Animal Care Center and were able to start taking the
dogs in. They became a non-profit and incorporated in 1995. A few
years back, we had a strategic planning meeting and changed to
working with all sighthounds, so we will take in Borzois, Salukis,
Afghans, Whippets, that type of breed, along with racing greyhounds.”
A lot has changed in 22 years, including the fact that last summer
Tucson Greyhound Park — where these dogs were raced — was
closed as a working track. Nonetheless, the need for new homes
continues. “We had been placing about 30 dogs a year. When live
racing ended at the track, we took 20 dogs within four weeks. But
since there is no more live racing in Tucson, we are reaching out to
other facilities to rescue dogs.”
At press time, 40 states (including Arizona) had outlawed commercial dog-racing tracks, but the practice still occurs in Texas,
Iowa, Arkansas, Alabama, Florida and West Virginia. Additionally,
although there are no tracks in Oregon, Kansas, Wisconsin, or
Rhode Island, dog racing is not against the law there, and many
states (even those where racing is forbidden) still allow for the
broadcasting of dog racing from other states or countries for
purposes of betting. There are tracks operating in Mexico, too.
Consequently, there is an ongoing need to find homes for retired
racing dogs, as well as to support the rescue organizations that do
the vital work of saving these marvelous canines.
Despite the greyhound’s name, whose exact origin is a question of debate, there are nearly 50 shades of greyhound, ranging
from white to red to black, with many featuring mixed colors, or a
solid shade with patches of white. And regardless of their blazing
speed, they are not a dog that requires (or particularly enjoys) lots
of running and exercise. Many people who share their lives with
greyhounds call them “45-mile-per-hour coach potatoes.”

Jean Williams, president of Arizona Greyhound Rescue with Blaze.
Photo by James Patrick.

“The biggest myth is that they need a boatload of exercise,” concurs Williams. “The truth is they’re bred to be sprinters. They sleep
20-22 hours a day, and only need a 10-15 minute walk. If you’re
looking for a jogging companion, you’ll actually have to build
them up to that. They don’t naturally have endurance. Basically, if
you’re looking for a lazy dog, these are your dogs.”
Though sighthounds have a reputation for aloofness, once they
are in a comfortable, stable home, they often become very affectionate, and can become excellent therapy or service dogs.
“About a year ago we started a program called Heartfelt
Hounds,” comments Williams. “We’re able to identify hounds
that can do service work, and we take them to Handi-Dogs to be
evaluated, and then collaborate with them, the Humane Society
of Southern Arizona and Pima Animal Care Center in a program
called Rescue to Service. So we’re pulling dogs from those other
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organizations that can do service. We have
fosters who start training, establish house
manners, get them pretty much to the
AKC’s Canine Good Citizen level. And
then people are matched to a dog according to what disabilities they have. There’s
about a year’s worth of training, and every
year they recertify.”
But for many, adopting a greyhound
is simply a question of wanting to have a
good companion. “If someone is interested they can go to our website, look at who
we have available, and fill out an application. From there, if the board approves the
application we schedule home visits, and
that’s so we can get to know the people
better, make sure the environment is safe
for greyhounds, educate them about the
dog if they’ve never had a sighthound
before, and talk to them about our organization. It’s about a two-week process from
the time that we get your application until
the time that you get a dog. We try to match
one to your lifestyle.”
The adoption fee is $325, which
includes spaying or neutering, dental scaling, deworming, microchipping, overall
wellness check up, ear cleaning, nail trimming, Martingale leash combination and a
muzzle.
Perhaps you love greyhounds, but
are not in a position to adopt right now.
Arizona Greyhound Rescue can still use
your help. “We have no employees. We’re
an all-volunteer non-profit,” explains
Williams. “We have about 25 volunteers
who serve on the board, run transport for
us, or staff our table at meet-and-greets.
We have volunteers who work through
the private kennel where we board. And
we have people who are fostering in the
Heartfelt Hound Program or the Rescue to
Service Program. And then we have regular fosters who teach dogs house manners
to get them into forever homes.”
Monetary donations are always needed,
as well. Vet bills at Santa Cruz Veterinary
Clinic, kenneling at Sol.DOG, food, and
other necessary supplies all have to be
paid for. And occasionally there’s a big
expense. “We had an anonymous donor
give us a sizable donation and we bought
a vehicle that will hold eight kennels for
when we travel to get our dogs. We’re very
excited about that.
“The next step is finding property to
build our own kennel and training facility
in Marana. That’s in the works.”
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January 12th, 7:00 - 9:30 pm for

You can assist Arizona Greyhound
Rescue when you buy through Amazon by
utilizing the AmazonSmile feature and designating their organization, or with Giving
Assistant, which works through Target,
Kmart and other stores for online purchases. The group also does an annual Monsoon
Madness fundraising event through their
website, and sells calendars, along with
wine with colorful greyhound-themed
labels created by artist Courtney Kelly.
If you’d like to get some face time with
a greyhound, there are plenty of places
where you may bump into the group
around town. “We’re at Petco in Sahuarita
on the first Monday of the month. We
do the Petsmart on River on the second
Sunday of the month. We’re at the HandiDogs Dogtober event. We’ve been at the
rummage sale at St. Mark’s for fundraising.
We hold meet and greets at Bookmans. If
people are interested in a specific dog, we
try to have them there during that.”

I think there will always be
a need to get these dogs
into forever homes.

DESERT
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CELEBRITY
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exhibition through June 30th

LIVE MUSIC!
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WHISKEY DEL BAC
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HAMILTON DISTILLERS!
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Tickets:
Eventbrite.com or at Museum | $40 per person
7000 E Tanque Verde Rd | www.tucsonDART.org | 520-202-3888
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There are plenty of opportunities for
socialization and hanging out once you
adopt a greyhound, too. “In the fall we
have a walking group, and we meet on
the third Sunday of the month at parks
around Tucson. We invite anybody with a
greyhound to come out and walk with us.
It’s never very long — we’re lucky if we
go a half-mile. And we provide coffee and
something to eat so it’s a little social activity
for the dogs.”
The peaceful scene of people leisurely
walking their sighthounds on a pleasant
fall day, and sharing time together before
loading their animal friends into their cars
and going home, is a stark contrast to the
lonely and dangerous daily life of a racing
dog. And although the lights are slowly
going out at tracks across the United States,
the necessity for a rescue organization
for these beautiful animals is unchanged.
“Betting on greyhound racing continues to
be popular in many countries,” Williams
sums up. “I think there will always be
a need to get these dogs into forever
homes.” — Scott Barker
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